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attributes (freshness, fat, color, and
shape).

(2) At the top of each form, the dealer
must indicate the company name, li-
cense number, and the name of the per-
son filling out the report. In addition,
the beginning and ending dates of the
2-week reporting week period must be
specified by the dealer and noted at the
top of the form.

(c) Must allow an authorized officer,
or any employee of NMFS designated
by the Regional Director for this pur-
pose, to inspect and copy any records
of transfers, purchases, or receipts of
Atlantic bluefin tuna,

(d) Must retain at his/her place of
business a copy of each landing card
(including proof of fax or IVRS trans-
mission) and a copy of each bi-weekly
report for a period of 2 years from the
date on which each was required to be
submitted to the Regional Director.

(e) Each operator of a buy-boat, in
addition to the above, must notify the
Regional Director of any intended off-
loading, and must request a vessel in-
spection at least 6 hours before such
offloading, by calling 508-281-9261 be-
tween the hours of 8 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, local time, or
at all other times during the day and
weekends, by calling 508-992-7711. In
making the request for inspection, the
owner or operator of the buy-boat or a
designated representative must provide
his/her name, the buy-boat’s name and
permit number, the number of tuna re-
ceived, and the location and antici-
pated time of landing in port.

(Approved by the Office of Management and
Budget under OMB control number 0648-0239)

[50 FR 43400, Oct. 25, 1985, as amended at 53
FR 24645, June 29, 1988; 57 FR 373, Jan. 6, 1992;
58 FR 45293, Aug. 27, 1993; 60 FR 14387, Mar.
17, 1995; 60 FR 38515, July 27, 1995]

§285.30 Tags.

(a) Issuance of tags. The Regional Di-
rector will issue numbered tail tags to
each person receiving a dealer’s permit
under §285.28.

(b) Transfer of tags. Tail tags issued
under this section are not transferable
and are usable only by the permitted
dealer to whom they are issued.

(c) Affixing tags. (1) A dealer or agent
must affix a tail tag to each Atlantic
bluefin tuna purchased or received, im-

§285.31

mediately upon its offloading from a
vessel. The tail tag must be affixed to
the tuna between the fifth dorsal finlet
and the keel.

(2) Any person who catches a large
medium or giant Atlantic bluefin tuna
and does not transfer it to a permitted
dealer must contact the nearest NMFS
enforcement office at the time of land-
ing said Atlantic bluefin tuna and
make the tuna available so that a
NMFS enforcement agent may inspect
the fish and attach a tail tag to it. A
list of local NMFS enforcement offices
can be obtained by contacting regional
offices in Gloucester, MA (508-281-9261)
and St. Petersburg, FL (813-570-5344).
The Regional Director may designate a
person other than a NMFS agent to in-
spect and tag the fish. Such designa-
tion will be made in writing.

(d) Removal of tags. A tag affixed to
any Atlantic bluefin tuna under para-
graph (c)(1) of this section or under
§285.202(a)(6)(v) must remain on the
tuna until the tuna is cut into por-
tions. If the tuna or tuna parts subse-
quently are packaged for transport for
domestic commercial use or for export,
the tag number must be written legibly
and indelibly on the outside of any
package or container. Tag numbers
must be recorded on any document ac-
companying shipment of bluefin tuna
for commercial use or export.

(e) Reuse of tags. Tags issued under
this section are separately numbered
and may be used only once, one tail tag
per fish, to distinguish the purchase of
one Atlantic bluefin tuna. Once affixed
to a tuna or recorded on any package,
container or report, a tail tag and asso-
ciated number may not be reused.

[60 FR 14387, Mar. 17, 1995]

§285.31 Prohibitions.

(a) It is unlawful for any person or
vessel subject to the jurisdiction of the
United States to do any of the follow-
ing:

(1) Fish for, catch, possess, or land
Atlantic bluefin tuna without a valid
permit required under §285.21 and car-
ried onboard the vessel;

(2) Fish for, catch, possess, or land
Atlantic bluefin tuna after fishing has
been closed or before fishing has com-
menced under §285.20, except under the
provisions of §285.27;
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